Mallow Parish Newsletter
Sunday October 4th 2020 Annual Day for Life

Day for Life is celebrated annually by the
Catholic Church in Ireland, Scotland,
England and Wales. It is a day dedicated to
raising awareness of the meaning and value
of human life at every stage and in every
condition.

Last week, the Congregation for the Doctrine of
Faith, published “The Good Samaritan’, a letter
approved by Pope Francis decrying euthanasia.

It is very timely from the point of view of the
assisted suicide bill currently before the Dail.
Some form of it could be passed within the
next 12-18 months.

The document describes euthanasia as “an
intrinsically evil act, in every situation or
circumstance”, as it directly causes the
death of an innocent human being,

It says assisted suicide makes the act of
suicide even worse by involving another
person in it, namely the health workers
and anyone else involved in the decision.
This could include family members.

“Those who approve laws of  euthanasia
and assisted suicide ... become accom-
plices of a grave sin that others will exe-
cute”.

It reminds Catholic hospitals that they
must never cooperate with assisted suicide
or euthanasia.

“Just as we cannot make another person
our slave, even if they ask to be, so we
cannot directly choose to take the life of
another, even if they request it.”

But the Church also makes clear that while
you must never directly kill a patient, it is
morally lawful to suspend futile treat-
ments when death is imminent and those
treatments would only extend the pain
with no real benefit for the patient. But,
even when futile treatments are sus-

pended, the therapeutic care continues
and the essential physiological functions
have to be maintained.

Similarly, deep sedation in the terminal
stage is morally licit, when the direct pur-
pose is not kill the patient but to mitigate
unbearable pain.

The doctor “is never a mere executor of
the will of patients, but retains the right
and obligation to withdraw from any
course of action contrary to the moral
good discerned by conscience”.

“Laws exist, not to cause death, but to
protect life. ... It is therefore never mor-
ally lawful to collaborate with such im-
moral actions or to imply collusion in
word, action or omission”. This is the case
for individuals and also for institutions,
such as hospitals or nursing homes. When
conscientious objection is not legally rec-
ognized, “one may be confronted with the
obligation to disobey human law”.

Catholic healthcare institutions cannot co-
operate with gravely immoral laws. This
also means “Institutional collaboration
with other hospital systems is not  mor-
ally permissible when it involves referrals
for persons who request euthanasia”, as
this would be a form of participation.

We must “adopt a clear and unified posi-
tion to safeguard the right of conscien-
tious objection in regulatory contexts
where euthanasia and suicide are
sanctioned”. 'This document deserves
careful reading and urgent dissemination.

Legion of Mary—public recitation of the Ro-
sary will take place at the Grotto on Muddy Hill
on the Wednesdays of October at 7.30 pm



http://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2020/09/22/200922a.html

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:

St. Mary’s Church Thursday after 10 a.m.
Mass until 5.30 p.m. Church of the
Resurrection Friday after 9.15 a.m. until
10.15 a.m.
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Confessions: St. Mary’s Saturday after ===
10 a.m. Mass. Church of the Resurrection Friday
after 9.15 a.m. Mass and from 5-6 p.m.

Baptisms: St. Mary’s Church: Every Saturday at
5.00 p.m. and 1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday of the
month at 1.00 p.m. Church of the Resurrection:
2nd and 4th Sunday of the month at 1.00 p.m.
Forms can be downloaded from the website mal-
lowparish.ie or available from Parish Office.

Mass cards available in Parish Office—offering
plus card is €11.

Important Notice

Covid 19, unfortunately, has not gone away. We
all need to keep vigilant in following the
guidelines: washing of hands and sanitising
regularly, keeping social distance and avoiding
large gatherings of people.

Some months ago the two metre distance
between people was marked out in our churches,
closing every second seat and placing a white
sticker where a person may sit in a pew, generally
3 people per pew. You may not sit or stand
anywhere else in the church.

Restrictions on numbers attending indoor
gatherings means that not everybody who wishes
to attend Mass safely can be accommodated. For
the safety of everybody we ask those people who
attend Mass on any weekday to please stay away
from weekend Masses. This is to have space in
the churches for people who cannot attend Mass
on a weekday. Remember the obligation to attend
Sunday Mass is still lifted.

Priests of our Parish:

Msgr. Anthony O’Brien, P.P., V.G. 087 6834193.
Fr. James Greene, C.C. 085 8471249.
Fr. Andrew Carvill, C.C. 022 51606.
Fr. John McCarthy, C.C. 086 8212101.

Sick Calls:- Please call 022 21251
Parish Office: 022 20276
Email: parishmallow@gmail.com
Opening hours: Monday to Friday
9-10 a.m. 10.30-1.00 p.m. and 2-5 p.m.

PARISH WEBSITE www.mallowparish.ie
Watch Masses live from St. Mary’s Church
by logging on to churchservices.tv/mallow

Holy Hour on Sunday in St. Mary’s at 7.30p.m.

Autumn Stations 2020

As you know a priest’s income in this diocese
comes from the Spring and Autumn Station
offerings together with Christmas and Easter Of-
ferings. As the churches were closed at Easter,
many parishioners who do not use the parish en-
velope system did not have an opportunity to
contribute their Easter Offerings. Due to Covid
restrictions house stations unfortunately could
not be held this autumn.

If you were unable to attend your Station Mass
you may put your station offering envelope in the
collection box any Sunday or drop it in to any of
the priests houses or the parish office. If you
wish to pay electronically please visit the parish
website, www.mallowparish.ie and press the
“DONATE” button. Scroll down to “Autumn
Station”. Another option is to use bank transfer
to the parish account using the following details.
Name of Account: Mallow Catholic Church;
IBAN:IE62 BOFI 9028 8012 2513 68; BIC
BOFIIE2D

Day for Life prayer

Holy Mary, Mother of Love,

holding in your arms, the fruit of your womb,
graciously look upon our earth and remove from it
all that hardens our hearts and dims our eyes

to the preciousness of human life,

from the moment of conception to natural death.

Through the example of your tenderness
teach us the ways of compassion and love
that we may build up the civilisation of love among us

and a society that is truly worthy of the human person.

Help us to reject all that contributes to a culture of
death, and to work with others of goodwill
in promoting the culture of life.

Bring us ever closer to your Son,

so that we may know the fullness of life that he offers
us and come to know that life more perfectly,

with you, and all the angels and saints,

in the eternal life of Heaven. Amen







